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On March 13, Peter H. Linderoth, Water Quality Program 
Manager at the Mamaroneck based Save the Sound 
organization, gave AYC a little more color on the sewage 
leak discovered in Blind Brook in December 2017. 

As per their February 1st statement, Save the Sound 
received a report “from a concerned Rye resident detail-
ing a foul smell emanating from a storm water catch basin 
located on Locust Avenue near the I-95 overpass in the 
City of Rye, NY. Staff from our New York office promptly 
investigated the site and confirmed what appeared to be 
untreated sewage discharging into the catch basin. We 
also located the discharge point of this polluted water into 
Blind Brook under the bridge at the intersection of Theo-
dore Fremd Avenue and Elm Place. Our monitoring team 
inspected the site and collected samples at the catch basin 
and discharge point for fecal indicator bacteria (on Decem-
ber 7th). The results were elevated and indicative of sew-
age contamination. A partial report was sent to the City 
on December 7, 2017 and a full report with sample results 
was sent on December 8, 2017 to the City of Rye, Westch-
ester County, and New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation that included locations of the con-
taminated water and sample results.  The issue is ongoing 
and our estimates of the flow to date are in exceedance of 
5 million gallons of sewage-contaminated water entering 
Blind Brook and ultimately Long Island Sound. Save the 
Sound continues to monitor the repairs and follow-up to 
make sure this issue is fully resolved.”

Lisa: Peter, thank you for taking the time to talk. 
Was the contamination in line with a major storm or 
freeze?
Peter: The persistent nature of the discharge during dry 
weather ruled out the chance this was related to one 
particular precipitation event. Our initial suspicions that 
this contamination was untreated sewage were confirmed 
when the City of Rye discovered a collapsed sanitary sewer 
line polluting the water. There was not much doubt on our 
end as the water smelled and looked like sewage, ema-
nated heat, and samples for fecal indicator bacteria were 
elevated to a level indicative of sewage contamination. 

Lisa: Other than the report, what else has Save the 
Sound been doing in response to this finding?

Peter: We have been following up with regular inspections 
of the site. Save the Sound obtained maps of the sanitary 
and storm sewer pipes from the City of Rye to be used 
on these follow up inspections. All of our findings and 
information is shared with the public and we continue to 
update the citizens of Rye and Long Island Sound commu-
nity on the situation. 

Lisa: Have other or-
ganizations become 
involved, and if so 
which ones, and to 
what extent? 

Peter: New York 
State Department of 
Environmental Con-
servation (DEC) issued 
a Notice of Violation 
to the City of Rye for a lack of response to DEC inquiries 
regarding the polluted discharge into Blind Brook based 
on the report Save the Sound submitted on December 7, 
2017. The City of Rye was given a deadline of February 28, 
2018 to submit documentation that a track down of this 
discharge has been completed and the source has been 
identified and eliminated. At this time, the City of Rye has 
submitted documentation on the track down and elimina-
tion of this issue.* There is still a flow of water in the catch 
basin. The City of Rye reports this is groundwater and will 
sample it for fecal bacteria to support this finding. Save 
the Sound will continue to monitor the situation until a full 
resolution is in place. *

Lisa: How many other contamination incidents in Blind 
Brook are you aware of?

Peter: Save the Sound has seasonally monitored the water 
quality in Blind Brook at two locations for the past three 
years. One of the locations is close to Rye Nature Center 
and the other is accessed from Disbrow Park. All three 
years of monitoring have had elevated results for the fecal 
indicator bacteria Enterococci. 

The City of Rye has a history of sanitary sewer overflows 
occurring within its municipal boundaries. A sanitary sewer 
overflow occurs when sewage is discharged untreated 
from manholes, pump stations, or other sewage infra-
structure. The sewage is a public health concern and often 
reaches waters of the US. In Rye’s case, Blind Brook and 
Milton Harbor, among other waterways, have been pol-
luted by these events. There is an ongoing Consent Order 
from DEC that addresses this issue and corrective actions 
to be taken by the City of Rye. 

In 2015, Save the Sound filed a lawsuit against Westch-
ester County and 11 municipalities in the County, includ-
ing the City of Rye, for violations of the Clean Water Act 
in relation to aging sewage infrastructure. In short, the 
lawsuit demands these municipalities keep sewage in the 
pipes where it belongs and not discharging untreated into 
waterways such as Blind Brook. 

Lisa: Where does this particular contamination fall in 
terms of severity?
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Peter: The high levels of fecal indicator bacteria and 
volume of discharge into Blind Brook make this a severe 
pollution event. 

Lisa: How was the exact location of the leak pinpointed? 

Peter: Our report to the City provided exact locations of 
the catch basin and discharge into the Brook in question. 
These two locations are associated with storm sewer pipes 
that the City was able to investigate. In this incident, our 
report provided results of high fecal contamination in the 
water. The City has been requested to sample the water 
after they address the collapsed sanitary sewer pipe. We 
have a request in to review these sample results. 

Lisa: What is the current status of the contamination? Is 
it mitigated?

Peter: The City has reported that the sewer pipe in ques-
tion has been bypassed. There is still water flowing which 
the City reports as groundwater. DEC has requested 
they sample the reported groundwater to ensure it is not 
contaminated with sewage or other pollutants. Save the 
Sound has requested to review these results.

Lisa: Who is ultimately financially responsible for fixing 
the leak? 

Peter: In this case, the sewer lines are city owned, not 
county, so responsibility falls solely upon the City of Rye. 

Lisa: What level of contamination needs to be reached 
before different parts of Milton Harbor are deemed 
unsafe for swimming?

Peter:  A water sample at a beach for Enterococci that 
comes back above 104 cfu/100 ml is deemed unsafe for 
recreational swimming because at that level 19 out of 
1,000 swimmers can be reasonably expected to contract 
a waterborne illness. I recommend looking into Sound-
HealthExplorer.org that collects water quality data from an 
EPA database to create grades for the beaches around the 
Sound. 

The beach at AYC is situated on open coastline and gets a 
grade of A- (green) based on Westchester County Depart-
ment of Health data. The A- equates to 97% of samples 
passing. The 3% failing rate is usually after wet weather, 
as a result of runoff causing a higher level of bacteria to 
occur.

But as one moves down Milton Harbor, closer to Rye 
Marina and the Blind Brook tributary where water is less di-
luted by the Sound, that water quality could be negatively 
affected by bacteria levels in Blind Brook. 

Lisa: For those who have been in direct contact with 
the Brook since this contamination occurred, is there a 
chance of contracting a fecal-related illness? 

Peter:  Yes, this discharge of untreated sewage is right by 
downtown Rye, where people interact with the water, so 
it has that potential. We have been following this incident 
through the winter when people generally do not interact 
with the water directly; however, we have been in touch 
with people that are or plan to interact with the water 
and are asking if it is safe to do so at this time. If no one is 
keeping an eye on it, there can be serious consequences. 

That is why the work that Save the Sound and all the 
groups that are pushing for cleaner, swimmable, and fish-
able water is so important. 

Lisa: Thank you Peter, and thank you to Save the Sound, a 
non-profit, for all your hard work to bring this issue to light. 
Yes the DEC has ultimate oversight, but it is stretched thin 
and not local. So, it was critical for a concerned Rye citizen 
to alert Save the Sound about the water pollution so that it 
could then be brought to the public’s attention. 

As a Rye resident myself, and as an AYC member, I wish 
Rye had taken swifter action to stem the flow of raw sew-
age into the brook. The contaminated water was flowing 
for three months directly into the brook, resulting in well 
over 5 million gallons of sewage. And worse, this is just an-
other example of what has been going on in Rye for years. 
As someone who spends a lot of time in our Rye waters, 
including year round paddle boarding in Blind Brook, I’m 
truly— nearly literally—sick to my stomach about this.

Peter: You’re welcome, Lisa. The team at Save the Sound 
enjoys the work and the results of a cleaner Long Island 
Sound for all. Everyone can do their part to help keep our 
water clean, so it’s important that if anyone ever sees or 
smells anything out of the ordinary that could be water 
pollution, to please call Save the Sound office at 914-381-
3140 or email us at pollution@savethesound.org.

Lisa: Thank you so much Peter, and a very special thanks to 
Robert Alexander. He has been regularly posting updates 
to our membership on the AYC Facebook page about this 
particular incident and its resolution. 
*  PRESS RELEASE by The City of Rye, New York, February 2, 

2018   On December 8, 2017, the City of Rye received sam-
pling results from Save the Sound showing elevated levels 
of enterococci in a storm drain catch basin within the vicin-
ity of Theodore Fremd and Locust Avenues in Rye, New 
York. The City immediately initiated an investigation within 
surrounding neighborhoods to determine the potential ori-
gin of the source of the elevated sample results. Over the 
following weeks the investigation has come to focus on the 
possibility of a leak in a City of Rye sanitary sewer line bur-
ied deep under I-95 draining into New York State Thruway 
Authority (NYSTA) drainage structures under I-95. On Friday 
January 26, the City and NYSTA work crews exposed buried 
sanitary sewer and drainage manhole covers located within 
the I-95 right-of-way, making access to the pipe system 
possible. Today, representatives from Westchester County 
Department of Health and the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation inspected the area with 
City representatives. The City advised them of the progress 
of our investigation. No concerns related to public health 
were raised. On Monday, a City contractor will be on-site to 
camera the sewer lines that run under I-95. The sewer lines 
pre-date the construction of I-95. Access requires coordi-
nation with NYSTA in order to provide traffic control and 
safety measures for the protection of inspection personnel. 
We hope disruption of traffic will not be severe. The City’s 
investigation remains on-going, but the City believes that 
this problem will be identified and corrected shortly. 

Submitted by Lisa duBusc Miller


